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during the Great War 1 914-1921 . 


Att: Dominique Boulais 
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Casualty Identification: 




Burial Information: 




Jenkins, Morgan Jones 


i 


Vis-en-Artois Cemetery 


link 


P.P.C.L.I. 


i 


Pas de Calais, France 


i 


L.CpI. #475898 


i 


Plot 5 Row A Grave 1 2 


i 


Date of Death 28 08 1918 


link 


Burial/Exhumation 6/1/1920 


i 


Attestation Papers 


link 


Cemetery Schematic 


link 


Service Record 


link 


Graves Registration Report 
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Circumstance of Death 


1 


Concentration of Grave 
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CEF Canada Register 


2 


Headstone Register 




War Diary Extract(s) 


3 


Casualty Spreadsheet 




Area Map(s) 


4 


Trench Map Exhumation 


10 


Trench Map(s) 


5 


Other Exhumation Reburial 


11 


Possible Candidates List 


6 


Grave Stone Inscription 




Excluded Candidates List 


7 


Memorial Inscription/Photo 




Other 




Reporting and Review 


12 



Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 5 Row A Grave 12 lists an UNKNOWN 
L.CpI. P.P.C.L.I. killed in action 30-8-1918. 

An analysis of the details of the action of the P.P.C.L.I. at that time and the deaths of 
Lance Corporals revealed that the only possible candidate for the remains was L. CpI 
Morgan Jones Jenkins #475898. All others are accounted for in the CWGC records. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 5 Row A Grave 1 2 are those of 
Lance Corporal Morgan Jones Jenkins #475898 of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian 
Light Infantry (P.P.C.LJ.). 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The Circumstance of Death file of L. CpI Jenkins states that he was “previously 
reported missing and now killed in action”. He was reported missing after taking 
part in the attack on Jigsaw Wood, north of Boiry-Notre-Dame. Late in the 
afternoon of the 28 th of August a comrade saw him moving forward towards the 
enemy despite calls from his comrades. He disappeared behind a shelter and 
was not seen alive again. The file reports that the reported location of his grave 
was Sheet 51 b 123 d.6.2 (Attachment #1 ). 

2. The Canadian War Graves Register repeats the information and confirms that 
the remains were not located as of 30 November 1918 and thus his name was to 
be included on the Vimy Memorial as a soldier having no known grave 
(Attachment #2). 

3. The War Diary of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry confirms that the 
unit was in the area in late June 1 91 8 as part of their capture of Jigsaw Wood. 
The narrative of the action from August 26 th to 29 th is referenced in the entry of 
August 25, 1918, as the war diary narrative was written after the battle 
(Attachment #3). It was during this period and at this location that L. CpI. Jenkins 
went missing and was later presumed dead. 

4. The area where the Canadian Expeditionary Force was extensively involved in 
the August 1918 Battle of Arras from August 26 th too September 5 th is depicted 
on Nicholson Map 12 (Attachment #4). An extract if that map is also provided that 
shows the path of the P.P.C.L.I. on the north flank of the 42 nd Battalion (two of 
the 7 th Infantry Brigade) to take Jigsaw Wood. 

5. The path of the P.P.C.L.I. is shown on an extract of Sheet 28 of the trench maps 
used during that period of action in the 1918 Battle of Arras (Attachment #5). The 
unit was on the east side of Jigsaw Wood, precisely where the casualty report 
states L.CpI. Jenkins disappeared. Where L.CpI. Jenkins wandered off to at that 
time is unknown. All that is reported as that he was seen going behind a shelter 
after which he was never seen again. 

6. There is no question that there were a large number of Canadian Soldiers lost in 
the 1918 Battle of Arras. The CWGC database reports 3,253 killed in action of 
which 58 were of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. Of these only 
three (3) were Lance Corporals (Lindsay, Shaver and Jenkins). Lindsay and 
Shaver are recorded as being buried in the Vis-en-Artois Cemetery in 4.C.1 1 and 
10.C.10 respectively. Jenkins is reported as being named on the Vimy Memorial 
for the missing (Attachment #6). 
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7. To be absolutely sure there were no other missing Lance Corporals of the 
P.P.C.L.I., more than 1 00 records of the P.P.C.L.I. Lance Corporals were 
checked using the reference text of Hodder-Williams ( Volume 2) , available at the 
Archive.org web site. All of the men were accounted for other than Lance 
Corporal Jenkins (Attachment #7). 

8. The CWGC “Graves Registration Report Form” shows that sometime after the 
battle, the remains of Lance Corporal Jenkins were recovered and buried in Plot 
5 Row A Grave 12 of the Vis-en-Artois Cemetery in Pas de Calais, France 
(Attachment #8). At that time in September 1920 the identification of the remains 
was not completed and the date of death was reported as August 30, 1918. 

9. The CWGC “Concentration of Graves (Exhumation and Reburials) Burial Return” 
provides the details on the location where the body of Lance Corporal Jenkins 
was exhumed (Attachment #9). This document, which appears to be dated 
6/1/1920 contains the information that there was a cross on the battlefield grave 
that indicated that this unknown Lance Corporal of the P.P.C.L.I. had been killed 
on August 30, 1918 and was initially buried at Sheet 28 132 d.4.5. 

10. The location of the last reported location of Lance Corporal Jenkins relative to 
where the body was exhumed is depicted on a period extract of the Sheet 28 
trench map, showing the area from Arras to Jig Saw Wood (Attachment #10). As 
Jenkins was not reported seen after he disappeared, the question remained as to 
how he moved from his last known location to a reported burial site north of Jig 
Saw Wood and then to the Vis-en Artois Cemetery? 

1 1 . When the initial report on Lance Corporal Jenkins was written in December 201 4 
(the first of the reports written), the standardized reporting process had not yet 
been developed and the investigative techniques, although sound, were in their 
infancy. One of the things the team learned during the intervening period was to 
check others exhumed and buried with the unknowns. What this reveled in this 
case was that Plot 5 Row A Grave 1 4 at Vis-en-Artois Cemetery contained the 
remains of Private R. C. (L.) McGihon #639536, also of the P.P.C.L.I and KIA on 
26 August 1918. What this analysis clearly shows is that Pte. McGihon was 
initially buried in the Pelves Canadian Cemetery, 5 Vz miles east of Arras in Row 
A Grave 24. You will note from the CWGC Reburial that the coordinates for that 
site are Sheet 28 132 d.4.5, exactly matching the exhumation location of Lance 
Corporal Jenkins. From that we know that after Jenkins went missing, his body 
was recovered and buried in the Pelves Canadian Cemetery, later exhumed and 
reburied at the Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery. 

Referring back to the CWGC information on Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery we 
find a reference to the exhumations from this cemetery: 

It was increased after the Armistice by the concentration of graves from the battlefields of 
April-June 1 91 7, August and September 1918, and from the smaller cemeteries in the 
neighbourhood, including :- 

PELVES CANADIAN CEMETERY, nearly 1 .6 kilometres due South of the village, contained 
the graves of 39 soldiers from Canada who fell in August and September 1918. 
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Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” ( updated from December 2014 to the standard format in 
August 2015) has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and criteria set out 
by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the commemoration details 
(Attachment #12). 

The evidence is conclusive that the remains in the Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery in Plot 
5 Row A Grave 1 2 are those of Lance Corporal Morgan Jones Jenkins #475898 who 
was reported missing from his unit and presumed to have died on or about August 28, 
1918. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 



I. CHRISTUM NAMES 



475898 



Lance Corporal 



Morgan Jones 



Prinoeas Patricia's Canadian Light 
Infantry 



l CIRCUMSTANCES OF CASUALTY 



"Previously reported Missing, now Killed in Action." 

He was reported Missing after taking part with his Batta- 
lion in the attack on Jigsaw Wood, North of Boiry-Hotre-Dame. 

A comrade states that at 4 p.ra. on 28th. August 1918, after 
reaching the final objective (the far 3ide of Jigsaw Wood) 
Private Jenkins was seen to walk forward towards the enemy 
lines and though his comrudes called to him to come back, he 
disappeared behind a shelter of some kind. He waB not seen or 
heard of again alive. 

II. LOCATION or UNIT AT TIME OF CASUALTY 



649 -J-9580 



Church of England 



I. RELATIONSHIP AND ADDKEHS OF NEXT OK KIN 



IS. CEMETERY 



I. LOCATION OF CEMETERY 



. GRAVE LOCATION 



i. REGISTERED NO. OP O 



M. PHOTOGRAPH OF GRAVE TAKEN 



. EXPOSURE NO. 



L PHOTOGRAPH O 



AND CEMETERY SUPPUB 



I'LKTUKU PARTICULARS ON KEVEUSE SIDE OF SHEET. 



M. REPORTED LOCATIONS OF GRAVE. 



Sheet 5lB.I«23.d.6.2« 
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ATTACHMENT #2 



Form E 13 

1932 10m 19/9/18 D 425 

Reg. No. 475898 Rank l/Cpl , Name JENKINS, M, J. 
Uni. B. 0. B. (P. P. C. 1. I.) 

Canadian Printing & Stationery Services. London 


File No. R.Lm 

3 r— L . / 

2€SG7 




Date of Casualty 


Nature and Place of Casualty 


Next-of-Kin 




88-8-18 . 

Published on D.C.L. 

No. A. 305, 

D ‘" 30-11-18. 


Previously Beported MISSING 
Now Beported KILLED IN ACTION. 




>c 


Unconfirmed Burial Report 


Grave No. 


Authority 


Report of Circumstances of Casualty 




‘Ska R) tsl W 1 , A 3 . , fe • X . 

*VIM\ 

! r>. r> 


i 

'* 


WjSiTM- 4 / 


Received from Unit 

D-" 9 / / P 


Forwarded 

Ottawa 

Next-of-Kin 


Written For 


A.A.G. Written 


Date 


Date 




Confirmed Burial Report 


Authority 


Burial Report A 
and Ne 


dvised to Ottawa 
st-of-Kin 




1 L j 1 U /. * ' < ! r" r* 




/ - > ’ 


Ottawa 
Next -of- Kin 


1 


Revised Burial Report 


Grave No. 


Authority 


Revised Report Advised to Ottaiya 
and Next-of-Kin 


r ; 








Ottawa 

Next-of-Kin 
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ATTACHMENT #3 
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ATTACHMENT #4 




Extract of Nicholson Map 12: Bois de Sart & Jigsaw Wood 




Pelves 



Roeux. 



t/amblain 

/es-Pr^s 



m ••BencIC 

Boify- •;<, 
Notre-Dame *. 



4 2*o 
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ATTACHMENT #5 



McMaster Trench Map Collection 51 B NW: 
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ATTACHMENT #6 




Name 


Rank 


Service 

Number 


Date of 
Death 


Age 


Regiment/ 

Service 


Service 

Country 


Grave / 

Memorial 

Reference 


Cemetery / 

Memorial 

Name 


Docs. 


LINDSAY, 

W 


Lance 

Corporal 


769652 


27/08/1918 




Princess Patricia's 
Canadian Light Infantry 
(Eastern Ontario 
Regiment) 


Canadian 


IV. C. 11. 


VIS-EN- 

ARTOIS 

BRITISH 

CEMETERY, 

HAUCOURT 


0 


SHAVER, A 
J 


Lance 

Corporal 


246576 


26/08/1918 




Princess Patricia's 
Canadian Light Infantry 
(Eastern Ontario 
Regiment) 


Canadian 


X. C. 10. 


VIS-EN- 

ARTOIS 

BRITISH 

CEMETERY, 

HAUCOURT 


0 


JENKINS, 

MORGAN 

JONES 


Lance 

Corporal 


475898 


28/08/1918 


32 


Princess Patricia's 
Canadian Light Infantry 
(Eastern Ontario 
Regiment) 


Canadian 




VIMY 

MEMORIAL 


0 
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ATTACHMENT #7 
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ATTACHMENT #8 
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CONCENTRATION of GRAVES (Exhumation and Robu 



ATTACHMENT #9 
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> form to Ik" wade out in iriplirat^, i*o copies Unit? liundmi to the U-A.D. (C. of 6.) nml the 



ATTACHMENT #10 
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ATTACHMENT #11 



J. SURNAME 



t. Christian names 



639535 Private McGlHOH Richard Louis 


9. UNIT OR SHIP | DATE OP CASUALTY 


T. H.<J. FILE NO. | 8. RELIGION 


princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 

Infantry 26-8-18 


649-H-25629 Methodist 


». CIRCUMSTANCES OF CASUALTY 


10. NAME. RELATIONSHIP AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN 


"Killed in Action" 

While advancing in the attack, he was killed by 
enemy machine gun fire. 




II. VOCATION' OP UNIT AT TIME OK CASUALTY 




ATTACK NORTH EAST OP MONCHY. 


NOTE Item* 13. 13 and II are aot b> b. cot 


pl~da..dr»..u I «n»- -iFlo— J. 


13. CEMETERY IS. J.OCATIOX OP CEMETERY 


II. GRAVE LOCATION U. REGISTERED NO. OF GRAVE 


Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery, 8 miles South East of 

Arras, Prance. 


P1M... „„ 




M. PHOTOGRAPH OF GRAVE TAKEN 13. EXPOSURE SO. 


18. PHOTOGRAPH OF GRAVE AND CEMETERY SUPPLIED TO 






11. FURTHER PARTICULARS ON 


REVERSE SIDE OP SHEET. 



jo. reported locations op grave. 

Vi8-en-Arto ie British Cemetery PJot 5. Row A. Grave 14. 



>i. bri user 

Exhumed from: Pelves Canadian Cemetery, miles East of Arras, Row A. Grave 24. 



/ 
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ATTACHMENT #12 



This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1914-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 



Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 



Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 



The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 



Name 


Affiliation 


E-mail 


Contribution 


Richard Laughton 


Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 


rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 


Report Author 


Steve Newman 


Private Researcher 
Bellewaerde House Publications 


s-newman(a>shaw.ca 


Reviewer 
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